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RMC South Africa – Kart Racing 

Embarking on the journey of Rotax Karting in South Africa is both thrilling and rewarding. This guide provides a 
comprehensive overview to help you navigate the initial steps, from understanding the sport to participating in your 
first race. 

Understanding Karting 

Karting is a form of circuit racing using small, purpose-built racing machines called karts on purpose-built circuits. 
These karts have rigid frames without suspension and vary based on class specifications, including engine type and 
size. Races occur on scaled-down circuits, with events typically comprising practice sessions, qualifying rounds, 
heats, and finals. The objective is straightforward: be the first to cross the finish line after completing the designated 
laps. 

Getting Started 

1. Visit Your Local Kart Track: Begin by attending events at nearby karting circuits to familiarize yourself with 
the environment and community. Engage with competitors and officials to gain insights into the sport. For a 
list of local clubs and contacts, visit the www.kart.co.za. 

2. Choose Your Class: Select a racing category that aligns with your age and experience. The Rotax Max 
Challenge South Africa offers seven classes: 

o Bambino: Ages 5–9 

o Micro MAX: Ages 7–11 

o Mini MAX: Ages 9–13 

o Junior MAX: Ages 12–14 

o Senior MAX: Ages 14 and above 

o DD2: Ages 15 and above 

o DD2 Masters: Ages 32 and above 
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Each class has specific kart and engine requirements. Detailed regulations are available on the Karting South Africa 
website. 

3. Purchase a Kart: Depending on your chosen class, you'll need an appropriate kart. Options include 
purchasing new or used karts. New Bambino karts cost approximately R60,000, while new MAX karts are 
around R161,000, ready to race. For authorized chassis dealers and more information, refer to the Karting 
South Africa guide. 

4. Obtain Necessary Equipment: Essential gear includes a racing suit, helmet, gloves, and boots. Ensure all 
equipment meets safety standards as specified in the regulations. 

5. Register for a Race Number: Secure a race number by visiting www.rotax-ems.com/RSA/. Follow the 
instructions to complete your registration. This number is required for competition. 

6. Join a Local Club: Becoming a member of a local karting club provides access to resources, practice 
sessions, and a supportive community. Contact information for regional clubs is available on the Karting 
South Africa website. 

Preparing for Your First Race 

• Practice Sessions: Utilise practice days to familiarise yourself with the track and your kart's handling. 

• Understand the Regulations: Thoroughly read the South African Karting Regulations to ensure compliance 
and safety. 

• Race Day Procedures: On race day, arrive early for registration and scrutineering. Participate in drivers' 
briefings and adhere to the schedule for practice, qualifying, and race sessions. 
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For a detailed overview of what to expect on your first race day, visit First Raceday: What to Expect. 

Additional Resources 

• Regulations: Access the latest karting regulations at Karting South Africa Regulations. 

• Events and Results: Stay updated on upcoming events and past results by visiting Events/Results. 

Embarking on a Rotax Karting journey in South Africa is an exciting endeavour. By following these steps and 
immersing yourself in the karting community, you'll be well on your way to experiencing the thrill of the sport. 

Useful Contacts  

Jeff van Roon     Jennifer Verheul   
General Information   Series Organiser 
082 960 6976    082 294 7485  
jeff@kart.co.za    jennifer@krt.co.za  
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